
Es t ablished cl i m ate fo recast systems show the
p ro b ability of re c e iving ABOV E M E D I A N

rainfall for the next three months is about 20% in
southern Queensland and northern NSW, and 25%
to 40% over central and nort h e rn Queensland.
This means that whenever we have experienced a
similar SOI pat t e rn to the current one, over the
last 130 years, rainfall has been above median in
1-in-5 to 1-in-3 years (depending on location).

Howeve r, although the chances of ABOV E -
MEDIAN ra i n fall remain low, re c e n t

wa rm e r- t h a n - n o rmal, sea-surface temperat u res in
a section of the Indian Ocean suggest the chance
of a little 'pat chy relief rain' in southern and
c e n t ral Queensland, and also nort h e rn NSW,
during the winter months (regardless of the effects
of the SOI). 

Th e re is a high pro b ability of re c e iving lat e -
season frosts this year.

The next passage of the 30- to 50-day
Oscillation is expected during the last week in

June.

In the eastern equat o rial Pa c i fic Ocean, sea-
surface temperatures are normal to cooler-than-

n o rmal. Th ey are still wa rm e r- t h a n - n o rmal near
the International Dateline. 

We continue to recommend caution wh e n
making property management decisions.

To obtain more info rm ation for your locat i o n ,
we recommend combined use of the

AUSTRALIAN RAINMAN pack age and the
B u reau of Meteoro l ogy's Seasonal Climat e
Outlook. WHEATMAN is also recommended to
aid in cereal management decisions.

The next SOI HOTLINE update will be on the
7th of May.

SOI MESSAGE - 31 MAY 1995

If you would like any further info rm ation, please contact Col Paull on (07) 877 9587, or one of the Risk
M a n agement Co-Ord i n at o rs located at Cloncurry (077) 421 311, Chart e rs Towe rs (077) 872 155, Emerald (079)

828 801, Kinga roy (071) 621 355 and Roma(076)  229 999
If you pre fer to re c e ive this message ve r b a l ly, you can access a re c o rded message service on (07) 877 9602 

D rought Management Group-  Dep a rtment of Pri m a ry Industri e s

SOI AVERAGES
March 95 + 2 . 8

April 95 - 1 3 . 5

May 95 -7.9 

------------------------------------

Last 30 days - 8.2

Last 90 days ▲ - 6.5

All values subject to revision by Bureau of Meteorology
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▲ See AUSTRALIAN RAINMAN for
effects of SOI on rainfall at your location.

REVIEW OF CLIMATIC FORECASTS 
AND INFORMATION

The ave rage SOI over the last
30 days was -8.2.   Th e
probability of exceeding median
ra i n fall ,  for the next thre e
months, is  about 20% in
s o u t h e rn Queensland and
northern NSW, and 25% to 40%
in northern Queensland.
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