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ANGE TO CLIMATE QUTLOOK"
Sects remain little changed for the March to May

of the *SOI phase analysis’ system within
AN RAINMAN shows most of Queensiand and
0% chance of receiving median rain for the next

Exceptions (o this are the northern coast and
3 Cape York Peninsula, and the southern coastal
W where the probabilities are higher at 60%-80%.
ections of south-easter Queensland and orthern
have a 30%-40% chance of receiving their median
stimeof year.

red appraisal of various international climate
centresis that the outlook beyond the next three
certain. There s no guarantee that the improved
litions, which have arisen over the last six months,

26 MARCH 1997

surface temperatures in the central equatorial Pacific
then normm
Pacific the temperature of surface watersis still cooler than
normal, but recent measurements suggest that it is warming
rapidly i.e. the La Nifia phase is on the wane.
armer-than-normal SST's have largely dissipated in the
western Pacific. SSTs are warmer than normal in a large
band across central and eastern parts of the southern Pacific
Ocean, including the region adjacent to the Chilean coast.
ninteresting feature, identified by Bureau of Meteorology
Research Centre, is a region of warmer-than-normal water
(@t 150m depth) that appears to be Sowly progressing eastwards
into the central and eastern Pacific Ocean. We emphasise the
importance of carefully monitoring this sub-Surface patten over
the next two months, for any further signs of deleterious effects
on our dlimate patterns.

Theaverage SOI over the previous
30 days hasfallen strongly over
the last two weeks to -2.1 This,
together with other indicators, is
cause for some concern at thistime
of year.

THE BOTTOM LINE

he rising SO trend in January - February indicates that

generally there is alow probability of unusually early or
unusually late frosts this winter. However, there s not alow
probability of an early start to the frost season in the
Goondiwindi district. This assessment will be updated a the end

he next passage of the 30- to 50-day oscillation is due during
thefirst wo weeks of April
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