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SOl MESSAGE - 20 May 1998

SOl @ AVERAGES / PHASE

February 98
March 98

Last 30 days
Last 90 days ®)

SOl trend ®during March - April was
Phase 1 (i.e. negative Vv ).

NOTE : (a) SOI values calculated using mean
barometric pressures from 1880 to 1992 -
subject to revision by Bureau of Meteorology.
* Preliminary value ** Revised value
(b) See AUSTRALIAN RAINMAN for
effects of SOI on rainfall at your location.

REVIEW OF CLIMATIC FORECASTS
AND INFORMATION

The April-June period is the critical time when the
SOI can dramatically change its pattern. Use of the
AUSTRALIAN RAINMAN package indicates that
the probabilities of exceeding median rainfall during
the May-July period are mostly around 50% in the
eastern States. However, in much of the wheat-
growing areas of NSW and Victoria, the probabilities
are about 65% (i.e. two yearsin three years).

I t is important to note that sea-surface temperatures
have continued to cool around the International
Dateline. However, athough the El Nifio pattern has
weakened, waters remain warmer than normal in the far
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.

xtremely high April rainfall over much of

Queensland has produced high probabilities of
above average pasture growth during the Ma%/ to July
period. In such areas, temperature is likely fo be the
main limitation to pasture growth.

The chances of rain damafgi nﬂ crops prior to harvest
during autumn are slightly above average.
Therefore we w%%est that farmers adopt appropriate
risk reduction strategies for harvesting crops such as
peanuts and cotton.

he next passage of the 30- to 50-day Oscillation is
Texpectedpabout the third week of Jl?%e.

An updated assessment of the probability of late

frosts will be made towards the end of Maa/ Use
of the SOI Phase during January-February indicates
only gl dlight chance of frosts thaf are a little later than
normal.

The ‘Average SOl over the
previous 30 days has continued its
upward trend with the current
value being -9.1 . The probabilities
of exceeding median rainfall for
the May - July period remain quite
reasonable, and are about 50% for
most of Queensland.

THE BOTTOM LINE

We advise regular monitoring of the SOI, sea-
surface temperature patterns and published
seasonal climate outlooks over the next two months.

0 obtain more detailed information for your

location, we recommend combined use of the
AUSTRALIAN RAINMAN package and the Bureau
of Meteorology's Seasonal Climate Outlook. Also a
lot of additional information is available on our SOI
Fax Hotlines, our Internet World Wide Web service
called ‘The Long Paddock’, and on BoM’s fax and
Internet information services.

NEXT UPDATE of the SOl MESSAGE:
27th May 1998
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