Appendix 5: Survey Form

SURVEY OF POLICYMAKERS, PRIMARY PRODUCERS AND
BUSINESS TO IMPROVE QUEENSLAND SEASONAL
CONDITIONS REPORTS ISSUED BY QDPI AND QDNR

1. What is your nearest town? In what State?

2. What is the name of your local government area/district?

3. Abit of information about yourself (please tick appropriate boxes)
3a. Your gender? Male U Female U

3b. What age group do you belong to?

18 -24 years 35-39 years 50 - 54 years Over 65 years
0

25-29years 40 - 44 years 55-59 years

30-34 years 45 -49 years 60 - 64 years

4a. What industry/business are you involved with? (Tick one or more appropriate boxes).

Government - policy a Sheep O

Government - extension EI Graingrowing [

Government - research EI Irrigation

Government - management a Agribusiness 1

Primary industry organizations [ Other (specify) EI
- Cattle a

4b. Are you a member of a Local Drought Committee? (Tick one box)
Yes a No a

5. How important are your assessments of current and future seasonal conditions (over the next three
to 12 months) in your planning or decision-making? (Tick one box).

notatall slightly 1 fairly very a
important important important important

6. How useful is probability-based information (see ‘Definitions’ on last page) in the management of
your business? (Tick one box).

I don’t not at all slightly fairly very
use it useful useful useful useful
a O a a a

7. Which report(s) have you been receiving monthly? (Tick one box).

REPORT A REPORT B
‘A summary of a ‘Seasonal conditions 4 Both reports
0
seasonal conditions report’ (in black and white) stapelled together

in QId’ (in colour)
NOTE: The following questions refer to the report(s) which you receive.

8. Overall, how well has the information in the report(s) correlated with your knowledge of seasonal
conditions? (Tick one box).
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Poor [ variable
accuracy accuracy
9. Opverall, to what extent has the information in the report(s) been useful to you? (Tick one box).

Not O slightly

useful useful

moderately

fairly

very

accurate

very
useful

10. To what extent has each of the following types of information in the report been useful to you ?

(Tick one box for each type of information you receive):

Type of Information

Usefulness

Not Useful

Slightly Useful Moderately

Useful

Very Useful

REPORT A: ‘Summary
of Seasonal Conditions
in QId’ (in colour)

a. Written Comments

b. Coloured Maps

c. Rainfall Information

d. Pasture Growth
Information

e. NDVI Information

f. Drought Declarations
Information

g. Climate Outlook

Comments on why you regard particular information as ‘useful’ or ‘not useful” (use the letters ‘a’ etc.
to refer to a particular information type; for more space, use the blank back of the following page):

Please complete this table if you receive REPORT B: ‘Seasonal Conditions Report’ (in black and

white).

Type of Information

Usefulness

Not Useful

Slightly Useful Moderately

Useful

Very Useful

REPORT B: ‘Seasonal
Conditions Report’ (in
black and white)

h. Outlook

1. State Overview

j- Regional Summaries

k. Livestock and Pastures

1. Cropping and Horticulture

m. Rainfall

n. Water Storage/Supplies
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Comments on why you regard particular information as ‘useful’ or ‘not useful’ (use the letters ‘h’ etc.
to refer to a particular information type; for more space, use the blank back of the following page):

' 0. Qld Drought Situation

11. What additional related ‘big-picture’ information (see ‘Definitions’ on last page) would help you to
make better management decisions, and when or how often is it required? (For more space, use the

blank back of this page)

12. How can the presentation format/quality of REPORTS A and B be improved to make them better
for business decision-making? (for example, range and timeliness of information, presentation
of information, layout and map sizes, and language; for more space, use the blank back of this
page)

13. REPORT C: If you received a copy of the prototype improved product, a small full-colour
booklet entitled ‘Seasonal Conditions and Outlook — in Queensland, June 2000’ please

provide your initial responses below (in Questions 13a to 13i).

13a. Overall, to what extent do you think this prototype product would satisfy your need for ‘big-
picture’ information on current and forecast seasonal conditions in Queensland? (Tick one box).

Need partially [ Need fully Q4

Need not Need slightly 1
satisfied satisfied

satisfied satisfied

Comments on each section (if necessary, refer to your ratings on the 1-5 scale and things that could
be improved; refer to specific page numbers, maps and tables).

13b. State Overview
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To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 12345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 1 2345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 12345 Technical jargon is kept to a 12345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of this page)

13c. Rainfall

To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 1 2345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 1 2345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 1 2345 Technical jargon is kept to a 1 2345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of a following
page)

13d. Pastures and Livestock

To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 1 2345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 12345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 1 2345 Technical jargon is kept to a 1 2345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of a following

page)

13e. Crops and Horticulture
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To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 12345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 1 2345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 12345 Technical jargon is kept to a 12345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of a following
page)

13f. Water Supplies

To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 1 2345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 1 2345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 1 2345 Technical jargon is kept to a 1 2345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of the following
page)

13g. Drought Situation

To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.

Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 1 2345
needs. information easy to use.

Information is sufficiently timely to 12345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.

Presentation of individual products 1 2345 Technical jargon is kept to a 1 2345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.

Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of the following

page)

13h. Outlook and Alerts
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To what extent does the content of this section satisfy the requirements listed below. Circle one number for each
factor to indicate your response on the scale, where: 1=very poor; 2=poor; 3=0K; 4=fairly good; 5=very good.
Range of information satisfies my 1 2345 Layout and map sizes make the 12345
needs. information easy to use.
Information is sufficiently timely to 1 2345 Written material is brief and easy 12345
be of value. to understand.
Presentation of individual products 12345 Technical jargon is kept to a 12345
makes them easy to understand. minimum.
Additional Comments (refer to page numbers; for more space, use the blank back of the following
page)
13i. Do you have any comments on the omission of NDVI products from the prototype booklet (due
to space difficulties and problems with interpretation of them)?
14. Do you have access to a computer with CD-ROM? (Tick one box) Yes No 4
15. Do you currently have access to the Internet? (Tick one box) Yes No 4
16. Do you have a facsimile machine? (Tick one box) Yes 1 No U

17. What would be the most convenient way(s) for you to access ‘big-picture’ information on
seasonal conditions? (Tick appropriate boxes).

TV

Radio

Telephone recordings
Daily newspapers

Local newspapers

Rural newspapers

Farm Journals/Magazines
Newsletter

Computer packages U
Internet/Email

Personal conversations/neighbours [
Faxed directly 1

Government Extension officers [
Consultants [

Others (please name)

goodooooC

18. Do you need additional reference material explaining how each ‘big-picture’ information product
is produced, and how to interpret it? (Tick one box)

Yes No

19. Seasonal Climate Forecasting
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Climate scientists around Australia are currently working on exciting new forecast systems that will
result in more accurate forecasts and forecasting further ahead (that is, a longer ‘lead-time’ — see
Definitions of Jargon). For example, in Queensland researchers are aiming to produce improved
forecasts for the summer growing season.

A new forecasting system cannot be responsibly released until it has proven skill, and has passed
rigorous scientific testing. However, you can assist researchers by sharing your ideas on the
usefulness of an improved seasonal climate forecast system (to you), through answering the following
questions:

19a. In terms of predicting summer rainfall, our best current skill using the Southern Oscillation
Index (SOI - see Definitions of Jargon) occurs in October/November, which may be too late in the year
for some business decisions, for example stocking rates in grazing areas. Are such forecasts useful to
you? (Tick one box)

Yes 4 No O
(go to Question 19¢) (go to Question 19b)

19b. If you answered ‘No’ to Question 19a, please indicate your reason. (Tick one box)

Forecasts of summer conditions [ Forecasts of summer conditions
are not accurate enough are too late for use in
management decisions

19c. If we could achieve much greater accuracy (in forecasting summer conditions) than we currently
do in October/November, what differences would that make in your business?

19d. If we could achieve the same skill (in forecasting summer conditions) in March/April, as we
currently do in October/November, what differences would that make in your business? (that is, a
significant increase in ‘lead-time’)

19e. In the light of your responses to Questions 19c and 19d, what is your most important
requirement for improving forecasting of summer conditions? (Tick one box)

Forecasts of summer conditions [ Forecasts of summer conditions |
are significantly more accurate have a significantly longer ‘lead-time’

19f. In your opinion, what would be the ideal month for issuing a reasonably accurate forecast of
November-March rainfall? Please name a month: ..........................
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20. Do you have any further comments to make, for example on what we may have missed in this
questionnaire? If you need more space, please write on the reverse (for more space, use the blank on
next page).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND THOUGHTS. PLEASE RETURN YOUR ANSWERS
IN THE PRE-PAID ENVELOPE PROVIDED BY 23JUNE 2000.

Use of Survey Results
Survey results will be valuable in assessing the need for ‘big-picture’ information on seasonal
conditions, and how to improve the current products and the report(s) you received. They will be

formally reported to key ‘stakeholders’. However, individual responses will remain confidential.

If you would like to receive a concise summary of the grouped findings, please contact me direct
or supply your name and address:

.............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................

Best wishes,

Col Paull Phone: (07) 3896 9587; Fax: (07) 3896 9843
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Definitions of Jargon
‘Big-picture’ seasonal information helps to describe the seasonal conditions ‘outside a
particular property’ at a district, state or national scale (usually down to areas covering
approximately 100-250 sq kms). It provides part of the context in which individual property
management decisions are made.

Probability-based information/forecasts are obtained by analysis of historical records. For
example, ‘a 70% probability of below average winter rainfall’, or ‘the chances are that winter
rainfall will be below average in seven years out of 10 years’.

The Southern Oscillation is a see-saw of air pressure between the eastern equatorial Pacific
Ocean and the Indonesian region. When the surface atmospheric pressure is abnormally high
over one region, it is usually abnormally low over the other. The Southern Oscillation
explains up to 40% of the year-to-year variability in eastern Australian rainfall.

The strength of the Southern Oscillation is measured by the Southern Oscillation Index
(SOIX), which is the difference in air pressure between Tahiti and Darwin. The SOI usually
ranges from -30 to +30.

In a seasonal climate forecast, the ‘lead-time’ is the length of time between issuing of the

forecast and the commencement of the period of time that is the subject of the forecast
(usually expressed as a number of months).
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